In the common skate, the jaws are covered with successive rows of minute teeth : if the finger is passed over these teeth in the direction of the throat, they feel as smooth as a piece of polished marble ; but on attempting to withdraw the finger, it comes in contact with a sharp spine, which forms the posterior edge of every tooth which covers the jaws : these spines successively come in contact with whatever is attempted to be withdrawn from the mouth, and in the living animal forms an effectual barrier against the escape of its luckless prey. In the cestracion philippi, or Port Jackson shark, the jaws are provided both with pointed teeth and crushing teeth : those at the anterior part of the mouth resemble the teeth of the common skate, only they are larger and of a more formidable character, while those at the sides are convex oval teeth adapted for crushing.
One of the most extraordinary forms of dental structure is that which occurs in the pristis or saw-fish. This creature is an active and predatory shark ; but the teeth which cover the jaws are extremely minute, and invest them in the same manner as the tesselated teeth of the rays. Such a dental armature would be of little assistance to it in its predatory habits. To compensate, therefore, for this feeble development of the jaw-teeth, the animal is provided with a long projecting rostrum in front of its head, which is armed on either side with a formidable row of powerful projecting spines or teeth. This rostrum is a horizontal flattened plate, which is produced to a length equalling one-third that of the entire fish. This When an insect comes within reach of the frog, the tongue is suddenly everted from the mouth, the insect adheres to the glutinous secretion, and the tongue is immediately returned to its ordinary position ; the throat of the animal is seen to move as in the act of swallowing, and, at the same time the prey is passed directly into the stomach. The whole operation is so rapidly and instantaneously accomplished, that, when narrowly watching the movements of the creature, all the spectator can detect is the sudden convulsive movement of the frog, and the disappearance of the insect.
The toad also secures its food in the same manner. ponding with the place of section of another preparation from one of the German specimens, and both were examined by the microscope. "The complication of the interblended laminae of dentine and cement is as remarkable, and its place is the same as in the tooth of the great labyrinthodon of the German Keuper. All the peculiarities, indeed, of this most extraordinary type of dental structure are so closely preserved in the specimen from the Warwick sandstone, that generic identity at least may be predicated of the fossils from both localities."
In the typical serpents, as the boa constrictor and others, the teeth are placed upon the intermaxillary, maxillary, palatine, and pterygoid bones in the upper jaw, where they form two longitudinal rows on either side, while in the lower jaw they form a single row placed along its margins. All In the crocodilia, the teeth are confined to the superior and inferior maxillary bones ; they are reduced in number, and certain of them now begin to maintain definite relations to the other teeth and to the parts of the mouth, so [July, that the genera belonging to this division of the reptilia are best characterized by the modifications of the dental system. Thus, in the crocodiles, the first tooth in the lower jaw perforates the palatal process of the pre-maxillary bone when the mouth is closed ; the fourth tooth in the lower jaw is received into a notch excavated in the side of the alveolar border of the upper jaw, and is visible externally when the mouth is closed. In the alligators, on the contrary, it is received into a cavity of the palatal surface of the upper jaw, where it is concealed when the mouth is closed.
In the gavials, the teeth are nearly equal in size and similar in form in both jaws, and the first as well as the fourth tooth in the lower jaw passes into a groove in the margin of the upper jaw when the mouth is closed (Art. Teeth, Ency. Anat., p. 895.) Not only are the teeth reduced in numbers and confined to the margins of the jaws, but they now begin to be provided with distinct sockets for their reception. In the black alligator, of Guinea, the anterior teeth of the lower jaw are received into distinct sockets, while those at the posterior part are contained in an open groove.
When examined beneath the microscope, the reptilian are seen to consist of an exceedingly compact dentine, the the tubes being very small, and not separated by intervals greater than two or three times the diameter of the tubes. 
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that all the branches in the crown of the tooth run towards the periphery, and in the remaining part they are given off by that side of the main tubes which is nearest the root.
These branches pass off almost parallel to each other, and at very acute angles. They also give off numerous branches, which are, likewise, nearly parallel with the others. This parallelism gives to the dental bone of the python, when seen through the microscope, a very peculiar appearance.
